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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



The following exercises hare been printed, because they 
were found useful in Manuscript to a few, and it is hoped, 
that they may now be serviceable to many. It has been 
truly said, that " Honesty is not praiseworthy, but to fiail in 
it is disgraceful." The same may be obserred not only of 
neat and legible hand-writing, but of correct orthography 
and construction of language. 

The exercises are intended to be read aloud by the teacher, 
(or by the pupils in rotation,) and transcribed by the pupils, 
in convenient portions. It is presumed, that the act of 
conmiitting them to writing, will so far impress them upon 
the memory, as to assist the scholar in retaining the several 
rules, and in answering the questions provided, or others 
which may occur to the teacher. 

The words of a received author have on all ocoatioBs been 

preferred, when it was possible to embody them agreeably 
to the current rale. 



4 PREFATORY REMARKS. 

Should it be thought that there is a degree of repetition, 
it is submitted that the finest pictures are produced, not by 
seeking to introduce a variety of tints, or by at once impart- 
ing the colour in mass, but by minute and repeated touches 
of the more useful and harmonious. 

The exercises were arranged with the hope of assist- 
ing:— 

Fir*t— THE HAND-WRITING, ORTHOGRAPHY, 
AND PUNCTUATION. Nothing gives so much free- 
dom and readiness to the learner, as writing from dictation. 

Secondly^THE POWER OF HABITUAL, AND 
FIXED ATTENTION. It is scarcely possible that the 
pupil can practice the writing, and explanation of these 
exercises, without acquiring that useful and necessary 
habit. 

Thirdly-^IS EXPLAINING SUCH IDIOMATIC 
INTRICACIES AND MINUTI^ AS EXPERIENCE 
HAS DISCOVERED TO BE PERPLEXING. 

Fourthly^lN FURNISHING IN A LESS RE- 
PULSIVE FORM THAN THAT OF DRY LES- 
SONS, A STORE OF MISCELLANEOUS FACTS. 

The child who begged her mother*s pearls to play with, 
believed she was only amusing herself; but the motlier 
was wise when she seised the medium of entertainment, to 
lay the ground-work for a knowledge of arithmetic, geo- 
gpraphy, and natural history. In remembering persons, 
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and things, we reflect under what circumstances, and in 
what places, we first or usually saw them. This association 
of ideas is a Memoria Technica within the power, and not 
only the power, but in the actual use of all classes, and ap- 
plicable to all subjects. By it the ardzan learns the names, 
and uses of his tools ; the gardener of his plants ; and the 
scholar of his books. For instance — the scholar wishing 
to refer to a passage which he has read, recurs by a chain 
of small linked circumstances, till the substance, and very 
probably the words of the author, are present to his mind. 
The questions which he tacitly asks himself are something 
like these : " In what sort of book did I see the passage ? 
Was it towards the beginning or conclusion of the volume 1 
Was it towards the top or bottom of the page 1 " These 
questions are so rapidly run through, and the replies pre- 
sent themselves so readily, that persons who are not of re- 
flective habits are scarcely conscious of the fact. 

The opening mind is eager and willing to be occupied ; 
it asks employment, but prefers that which is enlivening to 
such as may be irksome ; granting also that much depends 
upon first impressions, it is in a high degree desirable that 
the youthful scholar should be early, and agreeably, in- 
duced to taste the sentiments and opinions of our best 
English authors. The pupil being interested and pleased 
by a striking truth from Johnson, eagerly seeks possession 
of the sound matter contained in his valuable works. The 
zealous teacher reaps a full and rich reward, when this 
impulse is given to the mind of youth — when the pupil is 
acknowledged to be " not the mere mirror to reflect all the 
transient passions which may agitate and disfigure it, but a 
well stored and excellently painted picture." 

Lincoln, June, 1834. b 3 



EXERCISES 

On toords which are spelled and pronounced alike, but which 

have different meanings. 



** Learn not only the true meaning of every word, but 
the sense which those words obtain when placed in any 
particuhir station or order." 



The Cai'dinals of Rome being summoned from 
each of the cardinal points to assemble in conclave, 
enjoined the strict observance of the cardinal vir- 
tues. 

Questions. — What is a Cardinal, — ^where is 
Rome ? — what is meant by Conclave ? Name the 
cardinal virtues. Of which cardinal virtue is the 
cardinal sign Libra an emblem P Give instances of 
cardinal and ordinal numbers. 



The packet contained a copy of the brief for the 
Rector to read next Sunday, the Barrister's brief 
for the ensuing assizes, and a biief account of the 
late conflagration. 

Q. Explain the several meanings of the words 
Brief, Rector, Barrister, Assizes, and Conflagration. 
What a^ the gradations of rank among the 
clergy ? 



8 EXERCISES. 

Though the British Ensign felt he was mortally 
wounded, yet he was so anxious to preserve his 
ensign, that he wrapped it round his hody. 

Q, What constitutes the British Empire ? 
What is meant hy Mortally ? What by the two 
words Ensign ? What are the gradations of mili- 
tary rank ? 

The Miner had so long been in a desponding 
vein, that when he discovered the vein of rich ore, 
he fainted with excess of joy, and could not be re- 
stored till a vein had been opened. 

Q. What are the different meanings of the 
word Vein ? In what metals is Britain productive, 
and in what deficient? What English counties 
chiefly abound with them ? 

The Elephant opened the lock of the leather 
trunk with his trunk, and afterwards placed it up- 
on the trunk of the tree. 

Q. Whence cxanes the Elephant? What do 
we obtain from it? To which of the three king- 
doms — Animal, Vegetable, or Mineral, do we re- 
fer for a trunk of this description ? Distinguish 
the different meanings of the word. 

The Admiral's signal victory, may be chiefly 
imputed to his having so quickly imderstood the 
telegraphic signals made on shore. 

Q. What are the gradations of Naval Rank ? 
Mention our most celebrated sea commanders, 
and when they flourished. When was the Tele- 
graph invented, — what is it, — and how quickly 
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may intelligence be conveyed by it ? What are the 
difierent meanings of the word Signal P 

" Did you leave Dryden's ^neid upon the leaf 
of the library table ?" — " Yes ; and I left a myrtle 
leaf between the leaves which contain Charles's 
Sortes : as the leaf of the folding door is partly 
open, you can see the book where you now stand." 

Q. What is meant by Dryden's -^neid, — whose 
adventures does it contain ? Which were the most 
celebrated libraries of ancient times ? What is 
meant by Charles's Sortes ? Explain the different 
meanings of Leaf and Leave. 



When at Naples I had no greater pleasure than 
riding through the streets (which lie open to the 
Bay) on my bay horse : many of the houses have 
bay windows and are six stories high ; having gar- 
dens on their flat roofs, filled with flowering and 
verdant shrubs, such as the bay, &c., which pro- 
duce a charming effect. 

Q. Describe the situation and peculiarities of 
Naples and its neighbourhood. Wliat are the dif- 
ferent meanings of the word Bay ? To whom are 
the laurel wreath and the bay assigned? What 
is meant by a house having six stories ? 

I saw the druggist pound a quarter of a pound 
of a costly gum, which was worth more than a 
pound, by the pound. 

Q. In what do gums differ firom resins ? What 
is the meaning of the several words Pound, — what 
their abbreviations, and whence derived ? 
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When we have led you through my father-in* 
law's Lead mine, I will show you mine, which con- 
tains Coal. 

Q. What is the difference hetween Father-in-law 
and Step-father ? Where are the best Lead and 
Coal mines in England, — ^what are the different 
kinds of Lead ore and Coal P 



One principal cause of our Fleet's success was 
its being so much more fleet than that of the enemy. 

Q. What are the meanings of the two words 
Fleet P At what number of ships is the British 
Fleet estimated, — what British harbour is capable 
of containing it ? 

We were greatly shocked on crossing a close, 
during the late storm, to perceive the shock of the 
elements throw down several shocks of com, and 
the lightning set fire to a tree close to us. 

Q. What are the different meanings of the 
words Close, and Shock P What are the Elements P 
What is Lightning, — ^how much faster does it tra- 
vel than thunder P 



The Agriculturist (who was descended from a 
respectable stock) resolved on selling off his farm- 
ing stock and investing the proceeds in Stock Se- 
curities. 

Q. Describe the different meanings of the word 
Stock, — also of Agriculturist, Invest, Proceeds, 
and Security. 

The thief entered the Sacristy and stole the 
Priest's Stole. 
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Q. What are the meanings of Sacristy and Stole ? 



The Gallic general's spirits were ohserved to 
flag, from the moment that he saw the English flag 
unfurled upon the citadel, and the French colours, 
(the fleur de lys, or flag flower,) torn down and laid 
upon the city flags. 

Q. What is meant hy Gallic, — ^by the several 
words Flag ? What are the ancient names for 
France and England, — what their national emble- 
matic flowers, — what the names of their tutelar 
saints P What is a Citadel P 



When the prisoner was confronted at the bar 
with the principal witness, he acknowledged (not- 
withstanding his many aliases) that the tact of his 
havins been seen in tiie Tavern bar, with the de- 
ceasea, after they had crossed the Harbour bar on 
10th ultimo, would be an efiectual bar to his prov- 
ing an alibi. 

Q. What is the meaning of the several words 
Bar, Confront, Alias, Deceased, Ultimo, Alibi ? 



Queen PhiUppa acquired higher claims upon the 
admiration and esteem of posterity at Calais, than 
at Neville's cross ; though there she worsted David 
Bruce, King of Scotland. 

Q. Relate the two circumstances, and the prin- 
cipal events of her husband's reign. What is the 
meaning of Worsted P 
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Tlie twisted yarn called Worsted derives its 
name from the place in Norfolk where it was first 
made. 

Q. What are the chief towns and productions 
of Norfolk, — ^how is the county situated ? 

We are apt to consider a single moment of no 
moment ; but when we reflect that it extends over 
the whole world, and is equally at the disposal of 
millions of free agents, it is evident how much of 
good, or evil, may be executed in one and the same 
moment. 

Q. What lire the diflerent meanings of the 
word Moment P Explain the meaning of this sen- 
tence. 



The stem commander retired to the stem in dis- 
pleasure. 

Q. What are the meanings of the two words 
Stem ? 



Some persons are so garralous, that rather than 
keep silence they will utter nonsense. 

Q. What is meant by Garrulous, and Utter ? 



In matters of commerce, it is equitable that 
men should not exact more than the exact value of 
their merchandize* 

Q. Explain the two meanings of Exact, — the 
meaning of Equitable, — of Merchandize. Which 
were the most mercantile nations among the An- 
cients — Which are among the Moderns ? 
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An order has been trausmitted to* Garter King 
at Arms, to have every thing prepared in due order 
for investing a Knight Elect with the order of the 
Garter. 

Q. Explain the meaning of the several words 
Order. What is meant by Transmit ? What by 
King at Arms, — ^by In vest, — ^by Order of the Garter ? 
Describe its institution, insignia, and the magnifi- 
cent place where the knighls are installed P What 
other orders of Knighthood exist in England — 
when were they instituted ? 

Sir Philip Sydney and the Countess of Pembroke 
(who was of his race and lineage) ran a race in 
moral and intellectual excellence; "They were 
lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death 
thev were not divided." 

Q. What relationship existed between them ? 
in what did Sir Philip show superior abilities ? 
When did they live, — what is meant by the two 
words Race ? Repeat the beautiful epitaph written 
by Ben Jonson upon the lady ; and the still more 
beautiful Lamentation, from which the quotation in 
the text is taken. 
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EXERCISES. 



List of Words for additional Exercises. 



Pale 
Pale 
Pale 
Pale 

Left 
Left 

Bank 
Bank 

Become 
Become 

Peer 
Peer 

Ward 
Ward 
Ward 

Lean 
Lean 

Shed 
Shed 

Hail 
Hail 

Hale 

Hale 



Seam 
Seam 

Till 
Till 

Air 
Air 
Air 

Rail 
Rail 

Low 
Low 

Present 
Present 

Sound 
Sound 

Sap 
Sap 

Mean 
Mean 

Principal 
Principal 
Principal 



Prime 
Prime 
Prince 

Relation 
Relation 

Quality 
Quality 

Style 
Style 
Style 
Style 
Style 

Bark 
Bark 
Bark 

Lawn 
Lawn 

Train 
Train 
Train 
Train 
Train 
Train 

Spell 
Spell 



Hundred 
Hundred 

Diet 
Diet 

Leech * 
Leech 

Still 
Still 
Still 

Perch 
Perch 
Perch 

Meal 
Meal 

Beam 
Beam 
Beam 

Seal 
Seal 
Seal 

State 
State 
State 



EXERCISES 

On Words pronounced alike, but differing in 
Orthography and Signification, 



it 



Thinking nurseth thinking." 

Sir Philip Sydney, 



Balak derived neither profit nor comfort from the 
prescience of the Prophet Balaam. 

Questions. — Relate their story. — What is 
meant by Profit, Prophet, and Prescience ? 

Fortune may shower into our laps riches, power, 
and knowledge ; but after the lapse of a few fevered 
years, we discover that they do not suffice for hap- 
piness. 

Q. Explain the meaning of *' Fortune may 
shower," of Laps, Lapse, *' Fevered yeai's," and 
Suffice ; and say what alone can impart true hap- 
piness* 

The yeomanry have received orders to marshal 
themselves upon the heath, where they will appear 
with eveiy martial equipment. 

Q. What is meant by Yeomanry, Marshal, 
Martial, and Equipment ? 
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Government having granted an unconditional 
assent to the application of the civil authorities of 
the Borough, the steep ascent at the entrance of 
the town will he levelled. 

Q. What is meant hy Government, — ^Civil 
Authorities, — Borough, — ^Ascent, and Assent ? 



A wager was made at our pic-nic fhe, that Mr. 
Pears could not pare a pair of pears without break- 
ing their rinds; it was bis fate to be the payer of 
the wager, for he failed to do so. 

Q. What is a wager ? Explain the meanings 
of Pare, Pair, Pear, and Payer, also of Pic nic fete ; 
when and whence was the pear introduced into Eng- 
land ? What counties are famous for a liquor 
made from it P What is that liquor P 

That youth whose face now wears the dye of 
shame, began his evil career by devoting himself to 
cards, and the die of the gambler ; his consequent 
ruin prompted him to use the die of the forger ; he 
is now sentenced to transportation, and will die in 
sorrow and exile. 

Q. What is meant by " Face wears the dye of 
shame ?'* By Career, — ^by " Devoting himself to 
cards P" For whom were cards invented, and what 
was the original meaning of Clubs, Spades, Hearts, 
and Diamonds P Describe the several meanings of 
the word Die. What is a Gambler, — a Forger P To 
what place are British criminals transported P From 
what cause was it named P Where is it, — when was 
it discovered ? Describe its climate, and produc- 
tions. What is meant by Exile P 
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An account of the state of tbe poll was carried 
hourly round the city on a pole, by a man who 
held it higher than his poll. 

Q. Explain the meanings of Poll and Pole. 
What is an election, — when were members of the 
House of Commons first summoned ? What are 
their qualifications, and duties, — ^how many mem- 
bers does your native county return, — ^what is a 
city, — how many cities are there in England ? 

After the peace of Amiens, my father's partner 
(who had been a detenvi) brought me and my 
sister a piece of Lyons silk apiece. 

Q. Explain what is meant by Peace, Piece, 
Apiece, and Partner. Where is Amiens, and be- 
tween what powers was peace made there ? What 
is the date of it, — ^what is meant by a detenu, — ^where 
is Lyons, and what are its manufactures P 

In many mining districts the ore is conveyed 
o'er subterraneous streams in boats impelled by the 
oar. 

Q. Explain the meanings of Ore, O'er, and Oar. 



I saw the Dey to-day and on Tuesday se'nnight ; 
his turban was enriched with precious gems. 

Q. Where does the Dey hold supremacy ? 
Where Emperor, Doge, Kaiser, Caliph, Czar, 
Sultan, Lama, President, Mogul, Khan, Seignior, 
Pope, Sheikh, Stadtholder, Shah, Autocrat, the 
Golden King, Bey, Pasha, King, Viceroy, Rajah ? 

&c. 

c3 
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From what is Se uniglit an abbreviation ? What 
are the principal precious stones, — mention their 
respective colours. 

Q. Can Mr. Wright the mill-wright write about 
the rites of the church of England right with his 
right hand P 

Explain the meanings of the difierent words. 

The currant tree was first imported into England 
from Zante in 1533. 

Q. What is meant by Imported ? Where is 
Zante, who reigned in 1533 ? Repeat the principal 
events of the reign. 

There are two seas in Europe which have cur- 
rents, but no tides. 

Q. What are Tides, and what causes them? 
Which two seas are these, — what is meant by Cur- 
rent here ? 



The current coin of England is in gold, silver, 
and copper. 

Q. Mention the several coins of England, their 
value, and when they were first coined ; also whence 
the metals are procured, and this meaning of Cur- 
rent. 



On subjects of importance it is prudent to assem- 
ble our friends in council, and take counsel from 
their judgment and experience. The wisest of 
men said, " In the multitude of counsellors there 
is safety." 



EXERCISES. 19 

Q. Explain the different meanings of Council and 
Counsel. Who was called the " Wisest man ?" 



The Duke of Lancaster was resolved to wrest 
the English sceptre from the hand of his cousin the 



Q. In what reign did this usurpation take place P 
— relate the circumstances and relationship of the 
two. What is meant hy Wrest ? 



The knight was armed cap-a-pee, and sat on his 
steed, with lance in rest, waiting the commence- 
ment of the tournament. 

Q. What is meant by Cap-a-pee, — ^by Lance in 
rest, — and hy Tournament ? 



After examining the colleges of the university, 
the house of Blenheim (built on the site of Wood- 
stock) is perhaps the most magnificent sight which 
meets the eye of the tourist in Oxfordshire. The 
reigning sovereign claims annually from the posses- 
sor for the time oeing, at Windsor, a flag embroi- 
dered with the fleur de lys. 

Q. How many universities are there in Eng- 
land ? How many colleges are there in Oxford ? 
For whom was Blenheim built, — ^in whose reign, — 
for what services ? Why is Woodstock memorable ? 
In whose time was a parliament held at Woodstock ? 
Name persons illustrious for birth, or talents, who 
have resided there, — and its manufactures. 
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The Artist was afflicted with a disease of 'the 
palate; yet though ill, and stretched upon his 
pallet, he could not relinquish his pencil and 
palelte, but was busy in the composition of a 
picture, which represented a watchmaker at his 
craft, with a pallat in his hand. 

Q. Who are, and have been the most cele- 
brated among British Artists, — ^when have they 
flourished? When were watches first made in 
England ? What other means are there of com- 
puting time ? Explain the meanings of Palate, 
Pallet, Palette and Pallat. 



The eye of youth should be directed to proper 
objects, and views ; the ear filled with wholesome 
instruction; and the mind stored with sound 
principles, ere they are trusted to their own guid- 
ance ; for it is easier to keep them in the right 
path, than to lead them back, if eer they go 
astray. 

Q. What is the pious Psalmists exhortation 
on this head P— Relate his history. 



Among the ruins of the stately monastery of 
Lindisfarae, (once the pride of Holy Isle,) are the 
remains of a fine aisle. 

Q. What is meant by Ruins, — Stately, — Mo- 
nastery, — Pride, — Isle and Aisle ? When were 
monastic institutions put down in England ? 
Where is Holy Isle ? 
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Doncaster Race Course was thronged with all 
classes ; from the Duchess in her gorgeous velvety 
to the Milk-maid in her coarse kersey. 

Q. What nations' are most famous for fine 
horses^ — what towns in England for horse racing ? 
Where is the hest velvet made ? What is meant 
by '* from the Duciiess to the Milk-maid P 

The celebrated Gordian Knot was not untied. 

Q. What was the prophecy attached to this 
knot^ — who was pronounced to have fulfilled it P 
Relate his history. 



The father of the Prodigal came forth to meet 
his son^ and set bread and meat before him, 
saying, " it is meet that we should rejoice, for 
this my son was lost and is found ;'' but the 
envious elder-bom showed no inclination to 
mete out such gracious kindness to the repentant 
sinner. 

Q. Relate the beautiful Parable of the Prodigal, 
and explain its meaning, especially what encourag- 
ing hope we derive from being told that " the father 
came forth to meet him." 



" Where were you going when I met you P 
" I and my brother were meaning to row as far as 
the little creek near the Weir, and then to land 
and buy earthenware. I recognized you imme- 
diately, though I had never before seen you wear 
mourning." 

Q. Describe the meanings of the several wonls 
Where, Were, Weir, Ware, and Wear ; — also of 
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Creek. Where is black the sacred colour ? Where 
purple, — where green, — where yellow, &c. What 
EDglishman improved the earthenware of Eng- 
land extensively ? Where were his Potteries ? 

Asiatics differ as widely from Europeans in their 
complexions as in their habits of inactivity. 

Q. What is a cause of this difference ? Re- 
peat the names and productions of different Asiatic 
and European states. 

There is one instance given in Scripture of 
repentance being accepted at the Eleventh hour, 
that man may not despair, — and but one, that he 
may not presume. 

Q. Which is this instance, — under what cir- 
cumstances did it occur ? What is meant by the 
" Eleventh hour ?'' 



I had two rooms which would each contain 
50 persons — I took away the partition between 
them, and when the whole was thrown together, it 
would still contain only 50 persons. How was 
this ? Q. Enigma. 

In 1757, one hundred and forty-six English 
prisoners were thrust into a small room, (since 
called the '' Black Hole,") eighteen feet square, 
by a Nabob at Calcutta. — Of tnese only twenty- 
three lived till morning. 

Q. In whose reign did this occur, — where is 
Calcutta, — what is a Nabob ? What is meant by 
Eighteen feet square P 
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One of OUT first authors, (Boyle,) has said, '' we 
may visit Athens^ hut must dwell at Jerusalem ; 
we may take some turns on Parnassus, hut must 
more frequent Mount Calvary.'* 

Q. What is his meaning, what great invention 
do we owe to him, — and ahove all, for what was he 
pre-eminently distinguished ? Where are Mounts 
Calvary and Parnassus ? 

The same author says, " a sprig of the Tree of 
Life will more avail me than if I had won a whole 
wood of hays.'* 

Q. What is his meaning here, — who was he, — 
when did he flourish ? 
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LiH of Words for additional ExerciBes* 



Accessary Baize 

Accessory Bays 

Account Beech 

Accompt Beach 



Ail 
Ale 

Aliar 
Alter 

Air 
Heir 

Ant 
Aunt 

Arc 
Ark 

Berry 
Bury 

Heart 
Hart 

Auger 
Augur 

Auricula 
Auricular 



Baron 
Barren 

Compliment 
Complemeot 

Cruise 
Crews 

Clime 
Climh 

Cinque 
Sink 

Calendar 
Calender 



Gilt 
Guilt 

Freeze 
Frieze 

Knight 
Night 

Levy 

Levee 

Meed 
Mead 

Mean 
Mien 



Metal 
Mettle 



Contributary Medal 
Contributory Meddle 



Faint 
Feint 

Elicit 
Illicit 



Missal 
Missile 

Peak 
Pique 



Principal 
Principle 

Precede 
Proceed 

Populace 
Populous 

Prophecy 
Prophesy 

Sea 
See 

Read 
Reed 



Message Strait 
Messuage Straight 



Vial 
Viol 

Waste 
Waist 

Weal 

Wheal 

Wheel 

Wither 

Whither 



EXERCISES 

On words which differ in Orthography, OrthoSpy, 
and Signification, and which, nevertheless, are 
sometimes confounded,^ 



We are too apt to continue to use words, as we do money, 
an trustt without weighing the real value of that which is 
in constant circulation* 



'* The spacious firmament on high. 
With all the blue ethereal sky. 
And spangled heavens (a shining frame) 
Their gieat Original proclaim." — adoison. 

Questions. — Who was Addison ? — what were 
his works ? What is meant by Spacious, F^irma- 
ment^ Ethereal, Spangled, and Original ? 

When a person maintains a specious manner to 
conceal an evil disposition, he renders a species of 
tacit tribute to virtue. 

Q. Explain the meaning of Specious, Species, 
Tacit, and Tribute. 



* There is another class of words which are similar in 
orthography, hut which differ in orthoepy and signification ; 
such are au-^twt', au^-nst ; — ^how, how ; — 6ir^'-et, huf-/rt' ; 
— des-ertf de-«gr(' ; — inv^'lid', in«aZ'-id, &c.; which have 
distinctly different meanings. — Yerhs helonging to nouns 
of the same orthography, have the accent changed, ex. 
Cond'-uct, to wn-duci' r^^h •pre* 'eat, to pre-sent'. 

D 
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The spear was the weapon chiefly used at the 
siege of Troy. 

Q. What is a Spear, — what a Siege ? How 
long did this of Troy continue, — name the chief 
heroes who flourished at it, and the poets who have 
sung its story. 

The sphere we live on, is an immense globe 
revolving with many other spheres round one com- 
mon centre. 

Q. What is meant by Revolve and Centre, — 
what is that Centre ? What general name is used 
for these globes ? 

The philanthropic Howard rendered himself 
eminent by travelling through Europe to alleviate 
the sufferings of prisoners. 

Q. When did he live, — what is meant by Phi- 
lanthropic, — to what disease did he fall a victim, 
and where ? What is meant by Eminent ? 

Catherine 1st of Russia ventured, at the immi- 
nent risk of her passionate husband's displeasure, 
to intrude into his presence, when he had strictly 
desired to be private ; her seasonable advice saved 
the Emperor 22,000 men. 

Q. What is meant by Imminent ? Who was 
her husband, — Relate her story. 

Peter the Great was of uncommon stature. 
The stirrups of his stuffed horse are still pre- 
served in a museum at Petersburgh ; and 
there is an equestrian statue erected to his me- 
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mory there. He was a man of extraordinaiy abi- 
lity and industry, and enacted many salutary sta- 
tutes. 

Q. When did Peter the Great flourish ? — ^into 
what countries did he travel, and with what laud- 
able views ? What was his celebrated confession 
of inability to govern himself P What is meant 
by Stature, Statue, and Statute ? Which are the 
most celebrated English Statues and Statutes ? 

A fault is more worthy of forgiveness when it 
is owned with ingenuous sorrow, than when con- 
cealed by ingenious excuses. 

Q. State the difference between Ingenuous and 
Ingenious. 

The porch is supported by pillars of the Corin- 
thian order. 

Q. How many orders of architecture are there P 
Describe their distinctions, — also the principal parts 
of a pillar. 

The Queen's pillows were stuffed with eider 
down. 

Q. What is the Eider, and of what place is it 
native ? 



Joan of Arc, after undergoing a series of tor- 
ments, was cruelly burnt by the English, who by 
this barbarity suffered a serious diminution of their 
glory. 

Q. Relate her history, and say when she lived. 
Explain the meanings of Series and Serious. 
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The cause of my brother-in-law's decease was 
atrophy ; a disease with which he had been long 
afflicted. 

Q. Make clear the difference between the words 
Decease and Disease. What is Atrophy ? 



I beg you will accept this shell of the Nau- 
tilus. 

Q. What invention are mankind said to owe 
to the Nautilus ? Whence is it brought ? 

All the flowers in this parterre are perennial, 
except the Mignionette, which is annual, and the 
Sweet William, which is biennial. 

Q. State the meaning of Parterre, Peren- 
nial, Annual, and BienniaL Name the artificial 
classes and orders by which Linnaeus distinguishes 
flowers.* 



The throne of the Persian Darius was said to 
be overhung by a golden vine, the leaves of which 
were emeralds, and the grapes carbuncles, rubies, 
and other precious stones. 

Q. Who was Darius, and to whom opposed? 
In what do carbuncles differ from rubies ? Men- 
tion the most precious gems, their colour, and 
whence they are procured. 

The ashes of Mount Vesuvius are frequently 
thrown fifty miles. 

Q. Where and what is Vesuvius ? What is 

* Theae are rapidly giving way to the natural system. 
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supposed to cause the eruptions P What celebrated 
philosopher perished in one P Mention the most 
noted volcanoes. 



In the Tower of London are kept specimens of 
every description of British armour. 

Q. What were the arms used at the battles of 
Hastings, Falkirk, Cressy, Agincourt, Worcester, 
the Boyne, Waterloo, &c. Where are these places ? 
When did these battles respectively take place, and 
under what commanders P 

In our tour through the Emerald Isle to view 
the Giants' Causeway, we saw several eagles tow- 
ering in the air above the tower of Dunluse Castle. 

Q. What is meant by the Emerald Isle ? 
Why is it so called ? When was it conquered by 
England, — when politically united to England? 
Describe the situation and peculiarities of the Giants' 
Causeway. — ^What are the meanings of Tour and 
Tower P 



Serjeant, in legal phrase, indicates the rank next 
below that of Judge ; in military acceptation, the 
one above corporal. 

Q. Describe the Legal and Military professions. 
Name the circuits into which England is divided. 

The surgeon, after probing the wound, extracted 
the ball. 

Q. Describe the distinctions of Physician, Sur- 
geon, and Apothecary. What is meant by Probe ? 

d3 
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To such excess was a taste for bulbs carried in 
1639, at Alcmaer, that 120 tulips, with the offsets, 
sold for 90,000 floiins ; and one of them, called the 
Viceroy, for 4203 guilders". 

Q. Where is Alcmaer ? What is meant by 
Bulbs, Offsets, Excess ? What sovereign reigned 
in England in 1639 ? Mention the value and 
places of currency of Florin, Guilder, Franc, Rupee, 
tistole, Guinea, Dollar, Cent, Ingot, Louis, Noble, 
Zechin, Sous, Sovereign, Ducat, Livre, Rial, Pa- 
goda, Shilling, Moidore, Piastre, Sol, Rix-dollar, 
Doubloon, &c. 

The only means of gaining access to Kamakura 
is by being lifted up by cranes : it is the Japanese 
place of exile for state prisoners. 

Q. Where is Kamakura ? Who are the Japa- 
nese, and for what manufacture are they particu- 
larly celebrated ? 

Our sofa is covered with maroon moreen. 
Q. What is meant by Maroon and Moreen ? 
Where is the latter manufactured ? 

A marine is a soldier taken on shipboard, and is 
employed in descents upon the land. 

Q. What is meant by Marine, and a Descent P 
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List of Words for additional Exercises^* 



Pastor 


Poplar 


Imitation 


Pasture 


Popular 


Intimation 
Intimidation 


Vicious 


Pour 




Viscous 


Powtr 


Recourse 
Resource 


Chagrin 


Quiet 




Shagreen 


Quite 


Sculptor 
Sculpture 


Boy 


Victuals 




Buoy 


Vitals 


Impostor 
Imposture 


Manufactory 


Thorough 
Through 




Manufacture 


Peasant 




'I'hrow 


Pheasant 


Dispensary 






Dispensatory 


Courtesy 
Curtsey 




Gaol 






Goal 







* The most effectual preventive of the habit of miscall- 
ing words, is to require the meaning, not only of the one 
miscalled, but also of that pronounced. 
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EXERCISES 

On the Association of Words. 



The pupil is advised, after having transcribed each sen- 
tence of this exercise, to compose others,* in which are to 
be introduced the words opposed to those in ItdUcs. 



Myrrh is imported into this country from Ethi- 
opia; the ti'ee from which it is produced is un- 
known. 

Q. What does imported mean ? f State the 
word that implies the opposite meaning. Why is 
Myrrh held sacred ? Where is Ethiopia ? 

I have hroken the convex lens of my camem 
ohscura. 

Q. What is meant hy Convex ? State the plural 
of Lens. Describe a Camera Obscura. 



* There is an amusing game in which every person pre- 
sent whispers a word, the whole are then produced, and 
each person writes a connected narrative or poem intro- 
ducing all these words. 

t This Question should be asked in each instance that 
follows. 
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The great fire in London lasted three days and 
three nights, and it was at last extinguished by the 
blowing up of houses with gunpowder. 

Q. When did this Fire take place ? — what is 
built to commemorate it P Of what is gunpowder 
made ? — ^what places in England manufacture it P 
What national calamity preceded this Fire P 

The original intention of the prologue was to 
advertise the audience of the subject of the play 
about to be performed. 

Q. Who are the most celebrated of the English 
dramatists P Mention the reigns in which they 
flouiished. What are the meanings of Advertise 
and Audience P 



The exterior gifts of fortune are but too fre- 
quently rated above their value. 
Q. What is meant here ? 



Caesar's Commentaries are still extant. 
Q. What Caesar was this P — ^what were his Com- 
mentaries P What does Extant mean P 



Tithes are paid by the laity to their spiritual 
pastor. 

Q. When did the clergy first receive tithes in 
England; — and how much is meant by a Tithe P 
What is meant by Laity ? 

" The principles we imbibe, and the habits we 
contract in our early years, are not matters of small 
moment, but of the utmost consequence imaginable. 
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They not only give a transient or superficial tinc- 
ture to our first appearance in life, but most com- 
monly stamp the form of our Y/hole future conduct, 
and even of our eternal state." 

Q. To whom was Aristotle tutor ? What high 
compliment did the father of his pupil pay him ? 

The principles inculcated by the Vicar are 
strictly orthodox. 

Q. What is a Vicar ? What is meant by Or- 
thodox and Inculcate ? 



It has been aptly observed, " if a man desire to 
know the feelings of others, he need only turn his 
thoughts inward and examine his own." 

Q. State the word that implies the opposite 
meaning. 

On the banks of the Niger grows the Shea tree, 
which produces a fr^iit that when boiled affords a 
vegetable butter, said to be superior to any pre- 
pared from cows' milk. 

Q. Where is the Niger ? What tree is said to 
furnish materials for building a ship, fitting it out 
with masts, sails and cordage, bread, water, wine, 
sugar, vinegar, and oil ? Mention trees remarkable 
for use or ornament. 



Among the many lines of English kings there 
has been one most uninterruptedly unfortunate. 

Q. Which is it ? Mention the English lines of 
kings, — those who belonged to each house, and 
their fates. 
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Sir Isaac Newton said a short time before his 
death, that he '' Appeared to have been only as a 
boy playing on the sea shore, and diverting him- 
self in now and then finding a smoother pebble, or 
a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great 
ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before him." 

Q. Who was Sir Isaac Newton ? — what county 
gave birth to him ? — what were his great disco- 
veries ? — in what reigns did he live ? — what men 
of science were his cotemporaries ? 

We may all need the assistance of our inferiors, 
and should by no means consider the meanest 
among them as wholly incapable of returning an 
obligation. — Esop. 

Q. Who was Esop ? What is a Fable ? Re- 
peat those from the Old Testament. 



The first genuine newspaper printed in Eng- 
land was called the English Mercury, and was 
published during the time of the Spanish Armada ; 
there is a number of it preserved in the British 
Museum. 

Q. Name the year. What was the Spanish Ar- 
mada? Who was Mercury? — why is the name 
appropriate for a ne>*8paper ? What is the mean- 
ing of Museum ? 

" Let lis read the historians, the poets, and the 
philosophers ; but let us have in our hearts the gos- 
pel of the Saviour, in which alone is perfect wisdom 
and true happiness** 
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Q. What is meant by Gospel, Historian, Poet, 
Philosopher ? Name the most celebrated of each 
class which England has produced. 

Every Act of Parliament must receive the King's 
assent after it has passed the Houses of Lords and 
Commons. 

Q. State the time when the first regular parlia- 
ments were called in England. What is the family 
name of the present sovereign ? 

In the centre of St. Stephen's Green, in Dublin, 
stands a bronze equestrian statue of George II. 

Q. Where is Dublin. Who was George II. ? 
Of what is bronze made ? 



The great wall of China is the grandest artificial 
rampart, and said to be the most stupendous work 
oi art ever erected: it is 1500 miles long, and in 
many places 15 cubits broad. 

Q. Describe the situation, productions, and pe- 
culiarities of China. When and why was this wall 
built? How much is a Cubit? Explain the 
meaning of Artificial. 

Mam Torr, or Mouldering Hill, in Derbyshire, 
is not perceived to diminish, though vast quantities 
of earth and stones frequently shower down its 
steep sides : on its summit are seen the remains of 
a Roman encampment. 

Q. Where is Derbyshire ? Explain its general 
features and productions. What is an encamp- 
Tient ? What are the principal vestiges of Roman 
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antiquity in England? When did the Romanii 
bear sway in Britain ? 

Henry VII., wishing to avoid the internal com- 
motions which had harassed England during the 
reign of his predecessors, married the Princess 
Elizabeth, ana thus blended the opposing interests. 

Q. What were Henry's claims to the English 
crown — who was his immediate ])redecessor — who 
was the princess he espoused ? Describe Henry s 
character, and the principal events of his reign. 

The bishop has consecrated a chapel of ease in 
the parish of St. Mark since his arrival. 

Q. What are the words opposed to those in ita- 
lics ? Explain the meanings of Consecrate, and 
Chapels of ease. Relate the history of St. Mark. 

Tortoises are caught by the natives of those 
countries they inhabit, watching for them in moon- 
light nights, at the ebb of the tide : they turn them on 
their backs, and leave them till the morning, as 
they are totally unable, when in this state, to reco- 
ver their ybrm^r position. 

Q. To what class of animals does the Tortoise 
belong — of wliat countries is it native — what is re- 
lated of the strength of its shell ? 

At the last meeting of the bankrupt's creditors 
a final dividend of nineteen shillings in the pound 
was announced, which gave great satisfaction to 
the majority of those present. 

Q. Name the words opposed to those in italics, 

E 
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What is meant by Bankrupt, Creditor, Dividend, 
and ** in ihe pound?" 

The famous Upas tree grows in Celebes, one of 
the Oriental islands. Its poison is said to be so 
malignant, that no creature can exist witbin its in- 
fluence ; the juice is used by the natives to poison 
their lances and an'ows, and is obtained only by 
means of criminals, who are pardoned on conditiou 
of braving its dangerous neighbourhood. The earth 
is covered with the bones of those wretched crea-? 
tures, who have /ailed in the attempt, for few can 
resist its noxious influence. Such are the popular 
fables. 

Q. Explain the meanings of the words in italics, 
and name those which express <an opposite meaning. 
In what 25o»p is Cele]?es,— r-what Europeans have 
settlements on it, — what are its productions ? 

Ingratitude and disloyalty must be the most 
odious of vices, for no man will oum himsi&U guilty 
of them. 

Q. Mention the meanings of the words in 
italics, and those opposed to them. 

The purest and strongest feeling of the human 
heart is unquestionably maternal aflection. 

Q. What is meant by Maternal, Paternal, and 
Fraternal ? 



The beautiful transparent substance called glass 
was known in England in 11 SO; though the Eng- 
lish were not successful in the manufaciure of it till 
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1557. That manufactured at St. lldefonso iu Spain 
is said to be carried to the highest perfection, as 
mirritrs are made 162 inches long, 93 wide, and 
deep. 

Q. What words express the opposite meaning P 
How is glass said to have been aiscovered ? In 
what reign were glass windows first used in Eng- 
land ? 



List of Words for additional Exerehes. 



Exhale 

Theory 

Opportune 

Obedience 

Zenith 

Longitude 

Extrinsic 

Tragic 

Affirmative 

Compound 

Benediction 



Fluid 

Exhume 

Innocent 

Irapov^rnh 

Arctic 

Celestial 

Expiable 

Utility 

Ability 

Action 

Subordination 



Willingness 

Economy 

Composure 

Partial 

Certainty 

Inter 

Centrifugal 

Intaglio 

TeiTestrial 
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EXERCISES. 

The pupil is advised to aiTange sentences in which 
shall be introduced the Verbs, Nouns, Adjec- 
tives, and Adverbs, belonging to the words print- 
ed in Italics in the following Exercises. 



" They who are learning to compose and arrange their 
sentences with accuracy and order, are learning at the same 
time to think with accuracy and order." 



"The buildings of London are very fine; it 
may be called the sink of vice ; but its hospitals and 
charitable instilulions, whose tuiTets pierce the 
skies, like so many electrical conductors^ avert the 
wrath of Heaven.** — Edmund Burke, 

Questions. Mention the principal charitable 
buildings of London. What are Turrets — what is 
meant by Electrical conductors — ^who firat invented 
them — who was Burke, and when did he live ? 
When are inverted commas used ? 



** We do not always perceive the exact moment 
when what interests us, and has appeared to inte- 
rest others, becomes an annoyance to all but our- 
selves.'' — Maria Edgeworth. 



' Q. Why is the rning getieratiou indebted to 
Maria Edgeworth ? — ^What is meant by the rising 
generation ? 

" T^stifnony is likiii &n arrow shot front a long 
bow, the force of it depends on the strenfith of the 
bdnd that draws it. Argument is like an arrow 
from a cross bow, which has equal force though 
shot by a child." — Boyle. 

Q. Explain this sentiment, and say when the 
Long bow, and Obss bow were used. 

*' The difference between a well-bred man and 
an ill-bred man is this^ — one immediately attracts 
your liking, the other your aversion,— you love the 
one till you find reason to hate him ; you hate the 
other till you find ren^on to love him "^—Johnson. 

Q. Explain this sentence. Mention Johnson's 
chief works, and when he flourished. 



" God first planted a garden, and indeed it is the 
purest of hwhan pledsures. It is the greatest re- 
freshment to the spirit of man ; withoiit whith, 
palaces and buildings are but gross handyworks, 
and a maii shall ever see that men shall sooner 
build stately i than garden ^n^/y, as if gardening 
were the greater art,^^ — bacon, 

Q. Describe this garden, and its supposed site, — 
also the Hanging Gardens. Name some of Bacon's 
works, and the reign in which he lived. 

The Hano\'eri{in succession was adopted, to the 
prejudice of that of Stuart. 

E 3 
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Q. Name tbe monarchs of each line. Why was 
the latter set aside P 



*' Generous and m<ignanimoti8 minds are readiest 
to forgive ; and it is a weakness and impotency of 
mind to be wnahle to forgive/'— Bacon. 

Q. Repeat Coeui-^de-Lion's words when be for- 
gave his brother. Wliat king was this ? Mention 
the name of that brother, and his offence. 

Nature hath so ordered it, that we must ever pay 
for our experience, with the ready money of our 
youth. 

Q. Explain the meaning of this axiom, and of 
the word axiom. 



"Whosoever does not «?««>« to see Athens is 
stupid.; whoever sees it without being delighted is 
still more stupid', but the height of stupidity is to 
see it, admire it, and leave it.? — Travels of Ana- 
charsis. 

Q. Mention the author of these Travels. De- 
scribe Athens, and why it was famed. 



The mind is never so deeply impressed with the 
conviction of the Omniscient Power, as during the 
night. 

Q. Throw this idea into other words. 

Anacharsis, by a charming trait of the great 
Epaminondas, proves that the most successful ca- 
reer cannot satisfy a good mind, without the sym- 
pathy of kindred. After the battle of Leuctra he 
exclaimed, •' What gives me most pleasure is, that 
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my revered parents yet live, atid will share my 
triumph" 

Q. Relate the history of Epaminondas, (uid 
nieution his most prominent qualities. 

Attention is the first and last requisile for 
Impravement, 

'' We should consider \^\^ world as a great maxi 
of Commerce, y^hereFortune holds out to us various 
commodities; Riches, Ease, Fame, Integrity, 
Knowledge ; every thing is marked at a settled 
price ; our Time, our Labour, our Integrity, are so 
much ready money which we are to lay out to the 
best advantage. Examine, choose, compare, re* 
ject, but stand to yonr judgment, and do not, like 
children, when you have purchased one thing, 
lament that you ao not possess another^ which you 
did not purchase." — Barhauld, 

Q. Explain this allegorical advice, — and the 
meanings of Mart and Commerce. 

'• The Archangel, who never felt anger, has 
reason to envy tlie man who subdues it, — when thou 
forgivest, the man who has pierced thy heart 
stands to thee, in the relation oi the sea-worm that 
perforates the shell of the muscle ; which straight- 
way closes the wound with a pearl." 

Q. Who are Archangels ? Who prayed for his 
enemies with his dying hreath P Explain the 
simile in the text ; say whence pearls are procured ; 
name the extravagant queen^ who dissolved one 
and drank it. 
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'' It is an opinion of grtAi antiquity, that the 
nearer men approach to their dissolution, their 
souls grow more divine, and discern more ot futu- 
rity ; and it is possible, that old experience ra^y, 
in some cases, attain to something like prophecy 
and divination^ In some instances also, God may 
have been pleased to comfort and enlighten depart- 
ing souls with a prescience of future extents". — 
Bishop Kewton. 

Q. Explain the meaning of Antiquity, Futurity, 
Prophecy, and Prescience — of the opinion in the 
text, — say when Bishop Newton lived, and name 
his principal works. 

" When We are under the influence of any par- 
ticular passion or circumstance, we rarely listen 
to a discourse, or open a book, which does not 
seem directly addressed to our situation/' 



'' A man, to attain the greatest respectability in 
England, must be possessed of virtue, wealth, and 
the power of public speaking.'* — Sir W. Jones. 

Q. Mention Sir William Jones's attainments and 
works. Give the reign in which he lived. 



" A great man commohly disappoints those 
who visit him. They are on the look out for his 
thunderinff and lightning; and he speaks about 
common Uiings much like other people ; nay, 
sometimes he may be seen laughing. He propor- 
tions his exertions to his excitements; having 
been accustomed to converse with deep and lofty 
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thoughts y it is not to be expected that he will flare 
or sparkle in ordinary chit-chat. One sees no peb- 
bles glittering at the bottom of the Atlantic." 

Q, Explain the several images contained in this 
sentence. Mention the continents which the At- 
lantic bounds. Say what other oceans there are in 
the world, and what they respectively bound. 

" The souls of the Just, like flowerSy more 
abundantly give out their yra^ranc^ in the evening. 

Our fiv^i fault, like the prolific poppy, produces 
seeds innumerable. The wind wafts them away, 
and we know not where they fall, or when they 
may rise : but this we know, they meet us at 
every step upon the path of life, and strew it with 
plants of bitterness, 

Q. Explain this sentence^ and the meaning of 
Prolific. 
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EXERCISES 

On irafuposing the Words of Sentences, so as still 

to preserve the sense. 



** People often imagine that their difficulty is in finding 
words, when the real difficult/ is in having clear ideas cif 
things." 



Sir Christopher Wren was bom in the reign of 
Charles the First, and lived til] that of George the 
First. Our noblest Temple, (St. PauPs- Cathe- 
dral,) our largest Palace, (Hampton Court,) and 
our most sumptuous Hospital, (Greenwich,) are all 
works of his hand. 

Sir Christopher Wren first drew breath in the 
first Charles's time, and lived through the succeed- 
ing reigns till that of the first of Hanover. Our 
most magnificent church, (St. Paul's,) our grand- 
est royal residence, (Hampton Court,) and our 
most splendid asylum, (Greenwich,) were his pro- 
ductions. 

Q. Mention the fates of each monarch under 
whom Wren lived ; say for what Grcenwicli is 
noted besides its hospital; also who presented 
Hampton Court to his sovereign, and what sove- 
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reign this was. Repeat Wren's epitaph. Men- 
tion the celehrated pictures to be seen in Hampton 
Court. Name the artist who painted Greenwich 
Gallery « and describe how he contrived to point 
the eeUing. 

Florence possesses a noble collection of paint- 
ings, and ancient sculpture. 

Florence contains a magnificent assemblage of 
antique specimens of the fine arts. 

Q. Give a description of Florence, — of its chief 
artists, — their chefs-d'oeuvre, and say with which of 
our English painters they were cotemporaries. 



" Hours have wings, and fiy up to the Author of 
time carrying news of our usage. All ourprayera 
cannot entreat one of them eiuier to return or to 
slacken his pace.'' 

Time hath pinions, and hasteth to the Giver 
thereof, and taketh tidings of how it is employed. 
No entreaty can obtain the recal, or delay^ of a 
single moment. 

Q. How many hours are there in a day, how 
many iq a week, how many in a year ? When, 
how, and why was the Style changed ? How is the 
figure of time represented by the poets, and of wha^ 
are their attributes the emblecas ? 



" Providence has been so indulgent to Great Bri- 
tain, as to allow but one venomous reptile of the 
serpent kind, and that is the Viper." — While's Sel- 
borne. 
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Nature has favoured the United Kingdom by 
permitting only a single poisonous species of ser- 
pent, viz. the viper. 

Q. Relate the history of that Apostle who 
" shook off the viper from his hand and felt no 
harm ;'* of what is Whites Selbome a history ? 
Of what does the United Kingdom consist — ^in 
which part of it is it said that no venomous animals 
exist ? 

The potatoe is with us an exotic ; it is indige- 
nous to America. 

The potatoe is a foreign production, it belongs to 
the New World. 

Q. What is the meaning of Exotic and Indige- 
nous? Describe whence came the Potatoe, the 
date of its introduction, — the person who brought it 
over, — the New World. 



'* The stream of melted lava flowed resistlessly 
down the steep, destroying in its way villages, 
vineyards, and every other trace of cultivation." 

The burning flood of lava swept away every trace 
of tillage and habitation. 

Q. Mention what stone is procured from lava. 
Where are vineyards principally cultivated ? De- 
scribe the circumstances under which grapes were 
brought from the Valley of Eshcol. 

One of the most celebrated cities in Europe has 
no streets, nor is the sound of wheel or hoof ever 
heard within its walls. 

There is an European metropolis, which, though 
famous, has no footway for passengers, nor any 
carriage road. 
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Q What city is tliis^ and what suppties the 
want of streets and carriages? What are the 
people called who inhabit it ? 

In Asia there is a still greater miracle, a town 
without female inhabitants ! 

There is among the Asiatic cities a more wonderful 
roid ; one in which there are not any of the fair sex. 

Q. What is a miracle, — what place is this ? Ex- 
plain the meaning of Void, and say where the Sa- 
lique law prevails to the exclusion of females from 
regal power. 

" The meanest labom-er in England is now fed 
with more wholesome and delicate aliments than 
the petty kings of the country could obtain in its 
uncultivated state ; for nuts, acorns, crabs, and a 
few berries, were almost all the variety of vegetable 
food indigenous to our island/' 

The lowest English peasant now lives on more 
choice and nutritious food than the small sove- 
reigns of the land were able to procure in its un- 
tilled condition ; as the only (ruits natural to it 
were nuts, acorns, crabs, and a few berries. 

Q. Mention when England was governed by 
petty kings — under whom it was first united — and 
the meaning of Aliment. Explain the meaning of 
Peasant, and Nutritious. What people first sub- 
dued and civilized Britain P 



*' It is every mau*s duty who comes into the 
world, to use his best endeavours, however insigni- 
ficant, to leave it as much wiser, and as much bet- 
ter as he can/' f 
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The wotld has k claim on each man who occu- 
pies it, that he shall exert his Utmost powers to 
leave it improved in wisdom and ex<;ellence« 

Q. Repeat the Saviours brief but comprehen- 
sive summary of human duties, and describe the 
circumstances under which it was given to the 
world. 



Catacombs are subten^neous places for the burial 
of the dead. 

Catacombs are receptacles under groiind for the 
interment of bodies. 

Q. To what places is the name of Catacomb 
chiefly applied, — what were first calleki by that 
term? 



In consequence of the last Prince of Dauphiny's 
losing his only son, he bequeathed his possessions 
to the King of France, only stipulating that his 
majesty's eldest son should assume the title of 
Dauphin. 

Owing to the death of the last Prince of Dau- 
phiny*s heir, he left by will his territory to the 
French monarch, on condition that the name of 
Dauphin should be borne by the eldest son of^the 
crdwn. 

'Q. Repeat the lines of the French Kings. *Mfen- 
ti^n the Revolutions which have taken place in 
France, — their dates, &c. What is the title of the 
eldest son of the British monarch, — when and whv 
was it first assumed P 



€t 



As my surprise at dovelty cdased, the delight 
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thereof vanished^ and* I fpund with p^ that we 
lose in pleasurable sensatipns^ what we gain in. exr 
perience." — Travels cf Anacharsis. 

When new objects ceased to astonish me, the 
pleasure they had imparted disappeared, and I 
discovered with regret that we are losers of plea- 
sure in propoition as we a^d to our experience. 

Q. Mention the dates at which these travels are 
said to have been undertaken, and the celebrated 
men to whom the reader is introduced. 



In the time of Louis the XIV. the working of 
tapestry was brought to great perfection ; and the 
establishment of the Gobelins under the great Col- 
bert produced, works little inferior to the English 
or Flemish^ 

During Louis XlVth's reign the embroidery of 
arras waa carried on with considerable success, and 
tb.e manufacture of the Gobelins under the cele* 
brated Colbert nearly equalled that of England and 
Flanders, 

Q. MenUon what men of note flourished in 
Frai^e at this period. Describe tapestry, and say 
where in England are to be seen the best speci- 
mens. What English sovereign was cotemporary 
with XiOuis the XIV. ? What persons of genius 
shed lustre on his reign P What are tlie iuha- 
bitaivts of Denmark called ? Of Norway, Sweden, 
Spain., Portugal, Italy, Venice, Genoa, ]N([altat, 
Corsica, Rhodes, Naples, Geneva, Switzerland, 
Moscow., Poland, Ceylon, Wales, Holland, Kam- 
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schatka^ Algiers, Morocco, Egypt, Siam, Tyrol, 
Milan, Peru, Canada ? &c. 



Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, lately launched a vessel 
at Wells, the timber of which it was built having 
been planted by himself. 

Not long ago Mr. Coke of Norfolk, launched a 
ship which was constructed of oak, whose acorns 
he had sown when a child. 

Q. Where is Norfolk ? — what are its produc- 
tions ? Mention the people who use the Canoe, 
Junk, ^ Yacht, Galleon, Xebec, Gondola, Dow, 
Galley, Frigate, Cutter, Man-of war. Wherry, &c. 
Desciibe the Life-boat. 



Several celebrated modern names were men- 
tioned, but none could stand a comparison with 
Lady Rachel Russel. 

Many noted characters of recent times were 
adduced, but not any of them could be put in com- 
petition with Lady Rachel Russel. 

Q. Relate the story of Lady Rachel Russels 
trials and excellence ; and say why her husband 
was condemned, and in whose i*eign. What is the 
meaning of Adduced P 

Calpumia s dreams induced her to try to per- 
suade Caesar to decline going to the senate. 

The visions of Caesar's wife caused her to en- 
deavour to prevail upon him to absent himself 
from the Forum. 

Q. What Caesar ? — why was he going to the 
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senate P What is the Forum ? — what took place 
there P What is the British senate P 



The hattle of Hastings began (it 7 o'clock A. M. 
and continued till sunset* 

The engagement between William and Harold 
commenced at 7 in the morning, and lasted till set 
of sun. 

Q. Where is Hastings P What is meant by 
A. M.— P. M.— I. H. S.— M. A.— M. P.— U. C. 
—A. D.— M.D.— LL.D.— P.R. S.— F. A. S.— 
».N.-r^M§S — N.B.-^N.S— O.S,— G.R.— 
D. D.~B. A. ? &c. What WilUam was it P Who 
was Harold P What line was set aside after this 
engagement P 
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EXERCISES 

On doubling the final Consonants of Verbs* 



Much perplexity arising in doubling the final consonant 
of participles, &c., the foUomng rules may be useful :— 

Verbs accented on the first syllable (the second syllable 
containing only three letters) do not double the final con- 
sonant in their compounds. Example : To differ — differ- 
ing ; to riot — rioteth. 

Verbs accented on the second, usually require the con- 
sonant to be doubled. Example : To defer — deferred ; to 
forget — forgetteth . 

There are however exceptions : for when the second syl- 
lable contains more than three letters, the final consonant 
is rarely doubled. Example : To extract — extracting ; to 
gather — gathered . 

Verbs ending in I, not preceded by a diphthong, double 
the final consonant in either case. Example : To level — 
levelling; to propel — propelled. 



The muse Polyhymnia is said to have excelled 
in memory, and to have presided over Rhetoric 

Questions. — Which rule governs the parti- 
ciple ?♦ Who were the Muses ? Repeat their 
names, and the sciences over which they presided. 



This question to be repeated in each instance. 
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Stanzas were introduced from the Ilalian into 
French poetry about the year 1580, and thence 
-transferred into the English. 

Q. Whose reign was this ? What poets flou- 
rished in England at that time ? What is a Stanza ? 

Rubric denotes the directions given at the begin- 
ning and in the course of the liturgy, for the order 
in which the several parts of the office are to be 
performed. 

Q. What is meant by Liturgy ? — in whose reign 
was it an*anged ? Why called Rubric ? 

Simony signifies the crime of trafficking with 
sacred things, such as purchasing the presentation 
to a vacant benefice with money. It is inferred 
that the word is taken from Simon Magus, men- 
tioned in scripture as offering to buy the power of 
working miracles with money. 

Q. Of whom did he desire this gift ? Who 
compose the clergy of the established church ? — 
what are their offices ? Have all bishops the same 
privileges ? Mention the bishoprics. What is an 
advowson ? 



When words are printed in italics, they are 
usually intended to be read with additional em- 
phasis and expression. 

Q. What is meant by Emphasis ? — what by 
Italics ? What are those words which are printed 
in italics in scripture P 

During the famous solar eclipse which hai>pened 
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April 22j 17]fl^^ darkness was so great for three 
minutes and thirteen seconds^ that the stare ap* 
peared, and birds and animals evinced great c<n>- 
stemation. 

Q. What causes an eclipse of the sun P What 
other kind of eclipse i& there ? — which are the most 
remarkable on reoord P Fov what event is 1715 
remarkable. P In what reigi^ was this P 



The first canal cut in £ngland was begun ia 
1760. This stupendous work was conducted by 
the great Brindley, und^r the direction and at tbiie 
expense of the Duke of Bridgewater. It extended 
from Worsley to Manchester, a distance of seven 
miles, 

Q. Describe a canal^— and for what other ])pte4 
work of art Manchester is now celebrated. 

It has been remarked that " Time consists only 
of the past and future, eternity is always presept/^ 
Q. Explain this sentiment. 

Apocrypha signifies such books as are not ad* 
mitted into the canon of scripture, being either ivat 
acknowledged as divLofu or considered spurious. 

Q. What i» u^eant by Can^n, Scripture^ and 
Spurijpus P 

■■ " ■■■ ■> 

The only ve«%e of the Man-of-war which re-» 
mained^ after the shipwreck on the Saltees Rocks, 
was a shattered Union jack. 

Q. What is meant by Vestige, Man-of-war, and 
Union jack 2 Where are the Saltees ? 
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The title of Duke was confierred by Edward ihc 
Third, to inflame the military ardour of his barons ; 
he created his eldest sou Duke of Cornwall. 

Q. Who was that son P Repeat the ranks of 
the Gnglish peerage. 



I have referred to Cruden's concordance, and^ 
as I expected, the passage we sought is in the 
Revelations. 

Q. What is this work ? Where were the Re- 
velations written, and by whom ? 

My friend the Post Captain proflered me an 
Cbon box curiously inlaid with Mother-of-pearl. 

Q. Describe whence Ebony and Mother-of-pearl 
are brought. 

Queen Elizabeth was instructed in her youth by 
Roger Ascham. 

Q. Who was this Queen ? — what were her good 
qualities, and what her foibles ? Mention the cele- 
brated men of her reign. 

The downfall of the Colossus of Rhodes occuiTed 
in 672, A.M., after having been erected only 66 
years. It was a brazen statue, of gigantic stature, 
dedicated to the sun : in its right hand it held 
a dish of fire as a light-house : the fingers were so 
large tliat no man could clasp them. 

Q. What statuary erected this figure ? — what 
occasioned its destruction ? Where is Rhodes ? 
For what else is the islaud celebrated ? 
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Pins were imported into this, country foi^ theuse 
of Catbariiie Howard : before her time ladiea were 
compelled to arrange their dress with skeweii8« 

Q. What is meant by imported ? Who. was 
Catharine Howard^ and what was bee fateP 



The falls: of Niagarci are reckoned' among the 
greatest natural curiosities, in the world : the riv^ 
forms a communication between the lakes^ Erie a^^ 
Ontario ; the waters rush with astonishing grandeur 
down a stupendous precipice 140 feet perpendicii- 
lar, and^ in a strong rapid, extending to the distance 
of nine miles below, fall nearly as muph nipre. 
The water> as it strikes the bottom, r^ebounding to 
a great height, occasions a cloud of vapours^ on 
which the sun when it shines paints a beautifql 
rainbow. 

Q. Describe the falls of Niagara. Mention the 
most remarkable features, natural productions, awl 
peculiarities of that quarts of the wo];ld. What 
causes the rainbow which appeal?) in> tjie sky Pi-^r 
in token of what was it set in the heavens.? How 
many kinds of rainbow are there ? 

It is remarked in the secret hiatory of the kings 
and queers of England, that " 9& Northnmberlaiid 
suffered on the accession of Mary> under the ve^y 
same fate, and upon the. veinr same block that 
Somerset did, so he happened to, be laid in th/e 
same grave, und^r the same stooie,. where they now 
lie covered side by side as good friiwd^, wlio^ Hvijng, 
were irreconcileable enemies." Two headless dukes 
lying between two headless queens, each as fur 
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sundered in their religion as they were in their 
afiections. 

Q. Mention the names of these two Dukes and 
Queens, — ^in whose reigns their executions respec- 
tively took place, and tor what alleged crimes they 
suffered. 



List 


of Verbs for additio 


Resent 


Accent 


Cavil 


Submit 


Covet 


Shrivel 


Dtfer 


Prefer 


Relent 
Contract 


Repel 
Enter 


Consent 


Usher 


Revel 


Direct 


Present 


Pardon 


Transport 

Intend 

Permit 


Recur 

Design 

Exhort 


Counsel 


Beckon 


Comhat 


Travel 



Request 

Assent 

Sever 

Finish 

Condemn 

Marvel 

Remit 

Suffer 

Dispel 

Deter 

Number 

Distil 

Threaten 

Happen 



EXERCISES 

On forming the derivatives of words ending in y. 



Rule.— When the verb (or adjective) ends in y with no 
other vowel in the last syllable, it is cbangred in its deriva- 
tives into i ; and nouns singular ending in y change it in 
the plural into ies ; but if there be another 70wel in the 
syllable, it is unchanged. 



We read of wearied travellers being sorely per- 
plexed in journeying through the deserts, by the 
mirage. 

Questions. — ^What rule governs in this in- 
stance ? * Describe how travellers cross sandy de- 
serts, and the mirage. 

Linnaeus, after carefully studying the book of na- 
ture, conveyed his idea of the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdoms thus : " stones grow ; vegeta- 
bles grow and live ; animals grow, live, and feel,** 

Q. Who was Linnaeus ? Describe the study to 
which he devoted himself — And the " Book of Na- 
ture." 

• This question to be put each time. 
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. The City of St. Andrews is in a ruinously de- 
cayed state. 

Q. Mention where it is,— -and by whose adhe« 
rents it was injured. 

Flatina is the heaviest of all metals, being twenty* 
tbree times heavier than water. 

Q. Mention the different metals^-^and from 
whence Platina is procured. 

Many anachronisms occur from different nations 
having varied in their time of commencing the 
day, year, &c. 

Q. What nations begin the day at midnight, — 
what at sunset, — what at sunrise, — what at noon ? 
What community keeps holy the Sunday, — what 
Saturday, — what Friday ? What is an Anachro- 
nism ? 



Damascus and Ur of the Chaldees are said to be 
the oldest inhabited cities in the world. 
Q. Where are they ? 



It is worthy of remark that the smallest book we 
can open has employed at least the hand of twenty 
artizans ; some have been occupied in furnishings 
the matter, others the materials. 

Q. Mention the different materials and employ- 
ments requisite to furnish a book. 

No one can examine a petrified bird's nest, 
without being struck by the superiority of nature 
over art — its construction defying the most skilful 
c ompetition. q 
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Q, Repeat Hurdis's lines on the bird's nest, — 
what is petrifaction, — what Irish lake has the pro- 
perty of petrif3dng ? 

Some of Handel's pieces have been played by 
1000 instruments and voices, all sounding harmo- 
niously together. 

Q, Relate his history ^--^name his chief works, 
— in whose reign did he live ? Say when musi-* 
cal notes were invented, and mention the most 
celebrated composers of music. 



Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed queen upon the 
death of Edward VI. ; but the Princess Mary re- 
lying on the justice of her claims immediately as- 
serted them, and ascended the throne. 

Q. Who were the two, — what were their fates, 
— state the gradations of rank among the ladies 
of England. 

Charles I. incurred much odium when he levied 
ship money, although he at the same time charter- 
ed the Cinque Ports. 

Q. What was his fate, — which are the Cinque 
Ports? 



Many English culprits are employed on board 
the hulks. 

Q. What are Culprits and Hulks ? 



There is a mineral substance, which can only be 
cut by its own substance being applied to it. 
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Q. What is this, — where is it chiefly found, — 
what was it called hy the Ancients P 

There is a comnmnity among the insect tribe, 
which are so closely allied by union and mutual 
agreement, that their works are stupendous in 
efiect, as well as miraculous in their operation ; no 
just idea can be conveyed of their industry, exacti- 
tude, and loyalty. 

Q. Mention these insects, and the purpose to 
which their assiduity is directed ; say why they are 
called loyal. 

The inhabitants of the tropical climates ai'e 
much annoyed by the mosquito. 

Q. Where are those regions, — ^what is the mos- 
quito ? Name the Zones, and their extent. 

The Indian widow believes she is obeying a re- 
ligious duty, when she sacrifices herself on her 
- husband's pyre. 

Q. Describe a pyre, and this barbarous custom. 

We are chiefly supplied by Genoa and Holland 
with the rich velvets in which ladies delight to see 
themselves arrayed. 

Q. Where are Genoa and Holland P 



By Elysium, the ancient mythologists signified 
places for the future reward of the excellent, diver- 
sified with every attribute of earthly beauties. 

Q. What does the Scripture assure U9 of the ap- 
pearance of heaven. 
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. Richard II. by bis presence of mind, at sixteen, 
allayed the insurrection of Wat Tyler. 
Q. What was this king's fate P 

The Andes are the loftiest mountains in the 
world. 

Q. Where are they, — what is their height ? 

Cleopatra is portrayed as having beautified her- 
self witn every aid of art, adding the power of 
education and manners to the charms of her per- 
son. 

Q. Relate her story. 

The Boyne was blown up and destroyed by fire 
.ofif Spithead. 

Q. Where is Spitheadr-r-what is meant by " the 
Boyne ? " 

So fickle is popular feeling, that the instant Co- 
riolanus defied the power of the people, they for- 
got his benefits and vilified his character without 
reserve. 

Q. Relate his history. 

Genius and invention are not confined to any 
rank or station: gunpowdem was invented by a 
monk ; mezzotinto engraving by a prince ; and 
the use of rarefied air in floating balloons was fii'st 
discovered by two brothers, paper-makers. 

Q. Describe the three inventions, — and say who 

were the discoverers, — ^mention what was used be- 

ore paper was invented, — of what paper was first 
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wade^ — of what it is now inacle, — and what insect 
makes it. 



By the powers of eloquence, great things are as 
easily diminished, as the small magnified. 

Q. Mention the most celebrated English ora- 
tors, and when they flourished. 

In Jamaica the vallies are embellished with 
plantations, and beautified with such a variety of 
fruit trees and splendid plants, as to make the 
whole land like an earthly paradise. 

Q. Describe the situation, climate, and produc- 
tions of Jamaica, — mention to whom it belongs, — 
and its principal towns. 

There are people whose good or ill qualities re- 
quire to be viewed at a certain distance for us 
tb value them accurately ; distance is with judg- 
ment as with magnifying glasses — ^the focus : you 
oftener stand too near, than too far from the object. 

Q. Explain this sentence, and the meaning of 
focus. 



Archimedes showed great ingenuity when he 
assayed Hiero's golden crown. 
Q. Relate the story, — ^whai is meant by assay ? 

Philip of Macedon said, " The Athenians are 
to be envied, who find every year ten men fit to 
head their armies, while my whole life hath but 
supplied me with Parmenio ! *' 

Q. Relate the story of Philip and Parmenio. 

63 
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The Eddystone lighthouse^ after being twice 
destroyed, was rebuilt by Smeaton the engineer. 
Q. Where is it. How was it destroyed ? 

When Napoleon Buonaparte was on board the 
vessel which earned him from France^ he applied 
to the English government^ to be allowed to land 
in England, but his request could not be granted, 
and he was conveyed to St. Helena, the place of 
his exile and death. 

Q. Relate his origin and history, — say with 
what English sovereign he was cotemporary,— -and 
explain what is meant by cotemporary. 

Learning when sanctified is a blessing; but 
too many, like Pilate, place their Greek, Latin, and 
Hebrew over Christ's head, instead of casting them 
under his feet 

Q. Explain the meaning of this sentiment arid 
compaiison. How was Pilate concerned in Christ's 
condemnation P 
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List of words for additional Exercises, 



VERBS. 

• 


ADJECTIVES. 


NOUNS. 


Comply 


Wealthy 


Misery 


Ratify 


Lively 


Liberty 


Multiply 


Ready 


Intricacy 


Mortify 


Holy 


Anxiety 


Terrify 


Easy 


Capacity 


Hurry 


Worthy 


Propriety 


Satisfy 


Gay 


Affray 


Enjoy 


Coy 


Ospray 


Buoy 


Lovely 
Healthy 


Alley 


Array 


Play 


Pay 


Guilty 


Money 


Stay 


Gloomy 


Sway. 
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LIST OF WORDS 



TO BE INTRODUCED INTO EXERCISES FOR 



JUVENILE SCHOLARS • 

Chimera 

Oval 

Eclipse 

Tincture 

Mystery 

Draught 

J)issensiou 

Rhubarb 

Apostle 

Conscience 

Sword 

Anxiety 

Field 

Minute 

Aunt 

Miniature 

Scissors 

Guard 

Which 

Eye 

Perhaps 

* As a little confusion is experienced by scholars, when 
spelling dissyllable verbs ending in ie, it is well to remem- 
ber that when the diphthong is preceded by c, it is inva- 
riably ei, — ex : perceive, deceive, conceive, &c., and when 
preceded by any other consonant, ie, ex: — believe, reprieve, 
retrieve, 6cc. 



Weight 
Dumb 


Elixir 


Throat 


Bury 


Opaque 


Friend 


Raspberry 


Niece 


Enemy 


Autiimn 


Zodiac 


Plougk 


Tongue 


Maltster 


Shoe 


Subtraction 


Slaughter 


Eight 


Naughty 


Eighth 


Laughter 


Twelfth 


Taught 


Fifteenth 


Haughty 


Hundredth 


Knee 


Thousandth 


Separate 


Length 


Doubt 


Strength 


Thumb 


Height 


Gnat 


Tuesday 


Sigh 


Wednesday 


Lieutenant 


Saturday 


Colonel 
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February 


Knife 


Knit 


Kuiigh 


Psalm 


Guinea 


Parasol 


Debt 


Sovereign 


Ancient 


Hymn 


Idea 


Ague 


Crumb 


Scythe 


Gnaw 


Salve 


Comb 


Knead 


Tomb 


Viscount 


I'oll 


One 


RoUi(h 


Chasm 


Umbrella 


WriSt 


Miscellaneous 


Brief 


Busy 


Science 


Wrap 


Door 


I'hwai-t 


Precious 


Eel 


Stitch 


Recognize 


Parliament 


Lanthoru 


Valley 


Plague 


Scheme 


Juice 


Gnash 


People 


Physic 


Curious 


Longevity 


Knowledge 


Knoll 


Social 


Limb 


Calm 


Asylum 


Biscuit 


Exercise 


Type 


Harangue 


Medicine 


Secrecy 


Thyme 


Thorough 


Language 


Surprize 


Business 


Pursuit 


Afraid 


Sponge 


Guest 


Indict 


Sieve 


Carriage 


Opportunity 
Rlieumatism 


Physician 


Gesture 


Lily 


Pledge 


Island 


Agreeable 


Anguish 


Ejustle 


Dialogue 


Suspicion 


Chrysalis 


Isthmus 


Fatigue 
Shield 


Dilemma 


Assuage 


Epitaph 


Disciple 


Clothes 


Apoplexy 


Asthma 


Exile ^ 


Issue 


Handkerchief 
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• 

Problem 

Seize 

Siege 

Precious 

Mortgage 

Initials 

Mahogany 

Physiognomy 

Epithet 
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Almond 

Daughter 

Noxious 

Analysis 

Asparagus 

Terrestrial 

Phantom 

Peninsula 

Suggestion 



Lunatic 

Epitome 

Paralysis 

Depth 

Cognizance 

Vicarage 

Hieroglyphic 

Scion 

Ejflfervescence. 



THE END. 
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